»

JANUARY 13-JANU

Cerdbo Selssumiin
thelspotlight

SeelPagetl7

SPECIAL EDUCATION
SECTIONS OPEN HOUSE AT HOME

21-story building
coming to Coney

P.S. 97 to get extension Snow blankets Ridge

Page 2 Page 6
g g Page 63

ADVERTISEMENT

NEW NATURAL EFFECTIVE TREATMENT
FOR PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY!!!!!! ExXTIE




BROOKLYN MEDIA GROUP

% 9. of Commerce

of Commerce
L ’ '.

. "
AN = 1 B Brookiyr
g - . Cl { { aw of Co

o wall z mn
"l‘\ T amerCige

JANUARY 13 - JANUARY 19, 2017 17

F‘
VNS Brooklyn Cha
" W of Commerce




1 8 JANUARY 13 - JANUARY 19, 2017 BROOKLYN MEDIA GROUP

esHome Reporter c ; le
ﬂhc’k“fbr Person of the Yea han ('kr oA
imprint on Brooklyn big asthis pe:
deep as his/love for goo& ahi
the outer borough of Manhattan, but

heart is always in B{'ooklyn.

Congratulations Carlo!

B WISHES,

ANDREW HOAN
PRESIDENT AND CEO
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Carlo Scissura, Person of the Year

BYHELENKLEIN
HKLEIN@BROOKLYNREPORTER.COM

s born-and-bred Brooklynite
A Carlo Scissura - Brooklyn Me-
dia Group’s Person of the Year
— took the helm of the New York Build-
ing Congress at the commencement of
2017, the lifelong borough-booster also
took his first job outside the county of
Kings in two decades.

“I'm excited that I'm working in Man-
hattan,” Scissura told this paper in an
extended interview. “I hadn’t worked
in Manhattan in 20 years. But, I will
always live in Brooklyn.”

Indeed, Scissura - whose position
as president and CEO of the Building
Commerce kicked off with the New
Year — has had an extended love affair
with theborough of hisbirth, and many
of the positions he has held - both paid
and volunteer — have reflected that.

Prior to joining the Building
Congress, Scissura, an attorney who
once operated a solo practice on 13th
Avenue in Dyker Heights, enjoyed
a four-and-a-half-year-long stint at
the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce
as its president and CEO, helping to
revitalize that organization, tripling
its membership from 720 (when he
started with the advocacy group in
summer, 2012) to 2,250, as well as,
“building a whole new office, doubling
the staff and more than doubling the
Chamber’s operating budget.”

Before that, he was chief of staff to

then-Borough President Marty Mar-
kowitz, who initially brought Scissura
on board as his legal counsel (on Jan-
uary 1, 2008), but then promoted him
when the chief of staff spot became
vacant.

That was by no means Scissura’s
first foray into the political world; he
cut his teeth as a legislative aide to
then-State Senator Vincent Gentile,
beginning with him when the latter
assumed the office on January 1, 1997,
and also worked for Assemblymember
Peter Abbate.

And, yes,hehashad several January
1job starts. “It’s like a New Year’s reso-
lution,” he joked.

For Scissura, the shift to the Build-
ing Congress was the right move at the
right time. “They reached out to me a
couple of months ago to see if  would
be interested,” he recalled. “Over the
course of a couple of conversations,
both they and I realized that over the
next five to 10 years, [ would be a very
good option for them,” in terms of
setting a path into the future for the
business group which advocates for
the citywide community of companies
in the building trades or ancillary
professions.

Right now, the Building Congress
has 425 members, concentrated in
Manhattan, and Scissura said that his
predecessor, Dick Anderson, “left a
great organization that we are now
going to take to the next level.

“One of my tasks,” Scissura said, “is

going to be to look at all five boroughs
inthe city.” The Building Congress, he
added, “is bigger than what the Cham-
ber was when I started. I believe that
in two or three years, it will be one of
the largest organizations in the city.
We're just now going to begin to ex-
plore the untapped membership and
resources out there.”

To that end, he added, the Building
Congress will be assessing, “What are
the next big projects across the city,
what should we be talking about now
that may not be started for the next
five to 10 years but need to be talked
about now. We are going to be a very
forward-thinking organization. We
need to be talking about projects for
everyborough for the next generation
sowe'reready, 10 to 20 years from now.

“I've always been a forward-think-
ing person. One of the last things I did
was to leave the Chamber with a five
year strategic plan,” he went on, “and
at the Building Congress, I'm going to
embark on a strategic plan. I think be-
ing at the Building Congress will allow
metodothatonalarger scale and look
at every corner of the city.”

The strategy has paid dividends for
the Chamber, said Chair Denise Arbe-
su. “Under Carlo Scissura's leadership,
the Brooklyn Chamber has seen tre-
mendous growth, financial stability,
increased our brand profile and has
become the premier business advoca-
cy group in our borough if not in the
entire state and city,” noted Arbesu.

“The Brooklyn Chamber encompasses
the entire borough of Brooklyn and is
truly as diverse as the borough. Per-
haps the greatest legacy will be Carlo's
planning and building the Brooklyn
Chamber's infrastructure-a determi-
nation to insure the continuity of this
great Chamber.”

As Markowitz recalled, when he
got to know Scissura, the latter was
busy as both a member of his local
community board (CB 11 in Benson-
hurst, which he served on from 1998
through 2007) as well as on District
20’s Community Education Council
(Scissura served on both the District
20 school board and its CEC for a total
of nine years, five as president).

“I was impressed by his energy and
outgoing personality,” said Markowitz,
himself no shrinking violet.

For Markowitz, a key aspect of
Scissura’s tenure as his right-hand
man was his ability to make connec-
tions, particularly with the Michael
Bloomberg-led City Hall.

“He is very, very outgoing,” Mar-
kowitz said. “He especially excelled in
establishing relationships with Mayor
Bloomberg’s office that directly helped
my efforts and contributed to moving
some of our key projects where they
have now come to fruition.

“In New York City’s not-for-profit ser-
vice organization world, he’s certainly
one of the biggies now,” Markowitz
added. “There’s no question about it
and he’s certainly moving on up.”
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Indeed, making connections is one
of the key aspects of Scissura’s success.
“It’s interesting that he is heading up

a builders’ organization,” remarked
Gentile, “because I always think of
Carlo as abuilder in a different sense,
a builder of organizations, people,

relationships. He puts things togeth-

er, he puts people together and that is
exactly what he has the skills to do at
the Building Congress.”

For Andrew Hoan, Scissura’s suc-

cessor at the Chamber who began
at Borough Hall at the same time as
Scissura, Scissura’s sensitivity to and
knowledge of the whole borough was
amajor key to the contributions he has
made and continues to make.

“Yes,” Hoan said, “there’s this crazy,
exciting, new, hip world of Brooklyn,
but there’s a bigger Brooklyn. It’s a
very diverse borough, and he believed
that the entire borough deserves the
same attention. That was something
that was inspiring.”

Hoan also said he was inspired by
Scissura’s “work ethic. He’s a fun guy
but he works harder than anyone. He
knows how to find talent and he uses
people to the best of their ability. And,
he never does something he doesn’t
love. He takes on a project because

hebelieves in it and goes in with both
feet. He has a passion for Brooklyn and
public service. I don't know where he
gets the energy.”

N\ Brookl
hof Con

When he’s not out making connec-

tions and building bridges, Scissura
is devoted to both his mother, Teresa,
who raised him as a single mom after

his father died when he was young,
and his daughter, Teresa Rose, nearly
two.

Being a parent, he averred, has
been “The best, most exciting thing.
I'm proud to have had a child through
surrogacy. As a single dad, it’s been
quite an experience. I can tell you that
it takes a village. It's been fun and chal-
lenging, as any parent will tell you.”

He’s combined bringing up his little
girl with being a support for his moth-
er, who had a bad stroke back in 2012,
though, he stresses, “She’s recovered
pretty nicely since then.”

What he has been able to do, as the
child of immigrants - who, he added,

“were here illegally at one point, and
I'm not embarrassed to say so” - is a
source of pride.

“I think the great thing of all this is
that, as a son of immigrants, I've been
able to make it this far and build an
incredible reputation as a civic leader,
acommunity leader, an honest broker,
respected by all, who never forgot his
local roots,” Scissura said. “I'm going
to be playing in a bigger league but
I'll never forget my beginnings in
Bensonhurst. Immigrants today have
to still know you can make it here,
despite the rhetoric.”

BROADWAY STAGES
NWawld lite ta Congratalate

Carlo Scissura for all his hard work as
president of the Brooklyn Chamber of
Commerce and much Success in the future

BROADWAY

www.broadway-stages.com
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Carlo,
Your Sincere Effort Deserve

this Success!
‘ We Congratulate You
W23 on Your New Position!

41 We Specialize In:

* Mozzarella & Fresh Cheeses Made Daily
* Catering & Gift Baskets

* Custom Cut Meats

* Pies - Breads

* Italian Specialties

* Fresh Seafood

Al@I@ETl@L GE

- ‘-’FW’
: £ R\

www.LaBellaMarketplace.com
7901 13th Avenue " Brookiyn, New York 11228
Ph: 718.331.0050 Fx: 718.331.0051

Carlo, You have Demonstrated Exceptional
Qualities as a Leader. We Wish You all the
Best in your New Position!

Bare Minerals Cosmetics
Voluspa Candles ¢ Jewelry
Fragrances * Greeting Cards
Gifts and much

MOST MAIJOR
INSURANCES
ACCEPTED

“Parliamo La Vostra Lingua” Supervising Pharmacist

POLLINA PHARM ACY Roberto Pollina, R. Ph. . _ _[

Z605 13th Ave. (btwn.76th & 77th Streets) * Brooklyn,NY 11228 \

Tel: (Z18)331-4300 + Fax (718)331-1400
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CARLO A. SCISSURA |

PERSON OF THE YEAR




CDOMOC LUMDIL CO

Congratulations

and continued success
to our dear friend

Carlo Scissura

As Home Reporter’s Person of the Year

. )
L2 . .
) &
U
009 A
4-6809
www.brfcu.org

BEN BAY REALTY CO. OF BAY RIDGE
SALUTES CARLO SCISSURA

Thank You For Making Brooklyn
A Better Place To Live

Best Of Luck In Your New Position

WBW 8416 3rd Avenue

REALTY CO

LLLLLLLLLLL

T reeoso| Brooklyn, NY 11209

HOMES ¢ RENTALS « CONDOS « LAND
CO-OPS ¢ LOTS o LEASING
COMMERCIAL o INVESTMENTS
MULTIPLE DWELLINGS « MORTGAGES

FREE MARKET APPRAISAL
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to one of the hardest working most dedicated
people | know.

Your vision and your hard work has truly made
Brooklyn a Mecca for small business.
| am honored to call you my friend and wish the best for
you as you move on to your next endeavor.

You will be missed at the Chamber but if | know my friend
Carlo - you will be there for them whenever they call.

Best of Luck!
| know that you will master this next opportunity.

% W Love Paul DiSpirito and Family v v
Lioni ltalian Heroes
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3 GUYS FROM

CALL FOR IN-STORE PICKUP MON-FRI:

718-748-8340 - 6502 Ft Hamilton Pkwy
www.3GuysFromBrooklyn.com

Carlo,

Thank you for all your
work helping
Brooklyn Business to
grow and thrive.

Congratulationson
your new position and
best wishes in all
future endeavors.

Philip Penta

BROOKLYN MEDIA GROUP

Carlo,
Congratulations!

I wish you the best of luck
in all of your future endeavors

_ Warm regards,
> | Assemblymember Pamela Harris

Carlo, Congratulations
on your New Job and Wishing you
all the Success!

6522 11th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219

~718.680.9299
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CARLO,

your support in helping us put
Technology in Service to Society
ensures that Innovation will always continue
to thrive throughout Brooklyn and beyond.

Good luck at the NYC Building Congress
and thank you for your leadership at the
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce.

W TANDON SCHOOL
NYU OF ENGINEERING

#HTechInSerice2Society engineering.nyu.edu
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XAVERIAN

wishes
to
congratulate

Carlo Scissura 88

on being
appointed
President and CEO
of the
NY Building Congress!

7100 Shore Road. Brooklyn NY, 11209. www.xaverian.org
Robert Alesi ‘78, President | Dcn. Kevin McCormack, Principal

RESTAURANT & PI1ZZERIA
Est. 1964
7414 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 ¢ 718.748.1698

at Gino ¢ Restannant, Bay Ridge

www.ginosbayridge.com ¢ Email: ginos74 14(@gmail.com
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The Merchants of 3 Avenue

are proud of you as our native son

who has become a “Star” in the glowing,
great New York City Sky.

You are not only a Pioneer of 3" Avenue

and Bay Ridge you are a Pioneer
of American progress.

We know Tt you will do
wonderyully in e yilirel
Best Wishes,

Robert Howe, Chuck Otey, Brian Chin, Rhea McCone, Jay Sessa, Wade
Jabour, Lloyd Berg, Leigh Holliday-Brannan and Victor Talliafarrow
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|| ITALIAN TILE IMPORTS

WWW.ITALIANTILEIMPORTSNY.com

Carlo,

Thank you for your tireless
efforts and devotion to making

a better Brooklyn for businesses.
Your hard work and
accomplishments are much
appreciated from small business
owners like myself.

Warm regards,
Giovanni Valerio

SHOWROOM

7202 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11204
718-236-9190
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We thank our friend Carlo Scissura
for making Brooklyn a better place.

Best WlShCS in your new role as SN el

President of the New, _Yovrak__Bulldmg Congress. s
L ARG AR R | W 0 i

i ;“3: -m!iiiu'f e

T
y (N
E I

’\\. investors

Banking in your best interest.

Bank, All rights reserved.
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Carlo,
I knew you'd make it!

Best wishes lo you
in your new poaition.

Your friend,
John F. Gangemi

Y Authentlc Itallan Cu1s1ne T F

Rg%glckt%ven Bizza®
arlo
. )Qw

Congratulatlons
and Good Luck
in your New Position!
Wishing you
all the Best!

7902 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn
718-439-6993

Joseph T. 2z, @ DS,EAGD.
Steven [z20, D.D.S.
P y

Carlo, Congratulations on your
New Position!
Wishing you Success Always!

Dyker Dental Services
Joseph T. Izzo, D.D.S., FA.G.D. P.C.
Steven 1zzo, D.D.S.

7810 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11228

This our fortieth year serving Bensonhurst
and Dyker Heights.
Full Service Family Dental Practice
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Honor the past.
Celebrate

the present.

St Josephs Ci a//e.‘.g;*

NEW YORK

o EEQ |

St. Joseph’s College: Proudly providing quality
higher education since 1916.

St. Joseph’s College salutes Carlo Scissura for his
years of service to the Brooklyn community. From
his time at Borough Hall to his successful
leadership of the Brooklyn Chamber of
Commerce, we thank you and wish you continued
success in your new role as president and CEO of
the New York Building Congress.

St.]oseph’s TRADITION.

INNOVATION. sjcny.edu/brooklyn
S}?WQ{!)!{?ge EXCELLENCE. SJC Brooklyn = 718.940.5300
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Congratulations and Prayerful Best Wishes

to
Mz. Carlo Scissura

Person of the Year

In Gratitude for your years as
President of the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce and your
many impactful accomplishments making Brooklyn a better
place to live and work.

All the Best in your new position as
President of the New York Building Congress.

CATHOLIC
FOUNDATION

E Futures In Education

Most Reverend Nicholas DiMarzio, Ph.D., D.D.
Bishop of Brooklyn

Msgr. Jamie J. Gigantiello
Vicar for Development

Roman CGatholic Diocese of Brookiyn
Futures in Education
Catholic Foundation for Brooklyn and Queens
Office of Parish Giving and Annual Catholic Appeal
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WE WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE

MR. CARLO SCISSURA
PERSON OF THE YEAR

MR. SCISSURA HAS MADE MANY IMPACTFUL ACCOMPLISHMENTS -
MAKING BROOKLYN A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK AND PLAY

WE WISH HIM THE BEST OF LUCK IN HIS NEW POSITION AS
PRESIDENT OF THE NEW YORK BUILDINGS CONGRESS.

YOUR FRIENDS AT

SPECIALIZING IN: CONTRACTORS, DEVELOPERS,
BUSINESS OWNERS, REAL ESTATE/MORTGAGE PROFESSIONALS
& FINANCIAL SERVICES

Hdmiro nsurance

Brokerage Corp.

PRESIDENT: PETER EVANGELISTA VICE PRESIDENT: KEVIN BERNTSEN
6833 SHORE ROAD BROOKLYN, NY 11220 (718)241-8500

WWW.USEADMIRAL.COM

5 " 5 i"a"s
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Ferrantino Fuel » FFC Energy would like
to Congratulate Carlo Scissura on his

new position as President of
the New York Building Congress

FERRANTINO FUEL
FFC ENERGY

Heating Oil « Natural Gas
Electricity ¢ Diesel ¢ Bio Fuels

Low Pricing on all our products
New Installations on both Qil and Natural Gas
24 Hour Emergency Service

71 8 832.6700

www.FFCenergy.com

6408 11th Ave. B’kiyn, NY 11219
718.745.2269

Sarta Realty LLC

www.sartarealty.com

Residential - Commercial
Sales ¢ Rentals

Carlo,
Congratulations
on your New Position!
May the Success of Today
be the Achievement
and Prosperity of Tomorrow!

OUR OFFICE ALSO PROVIDES 7317 13th Ave.

THE FOLLOWING: Brooklyn, NY 11228

« LEGAL SERVICES

+ ACCOUNTING & TAX PREPARATION Our I}sspciates

« CONTRACTING SERVICES Dominick Sarta - Broker

Paulina DiAngelis - Broker

Tel: (718)232-7700
Fax: (718)232-7702

SERVING BROOKLYN SIPARLA '1{},'-,!_{}119
AND STATEN ISLAND &2 [R M

Maria Sarta - Broker
Joseph DiAngelis - Sales Agent

v

\b * . -
\V, CATERERS

Weddings - Engagements - Showers
Corporate Events - Sweet 16s

Carlo, Congratulations!
Wishing you all the Best!

Herc and Jim Sirico

8015/23 13" Avenue
Dyker Heights © Brooklyn, NY 11228

718-331-2900 - www.siricos.net




Our Special Thanks

to Our Person of the Year

Carlo

Scissura

For your decades of contributions
to the Brooklyn Community.
Our borough is a better place

to live, work and play because of you.

All the Best

Schneps Communications

SPECTATGR NEWS g
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FOOD & BEER FESTiVAL
satJANUARY 28

INDUSTRY
CiTY

7 Cggf

‘ 4

TAStiNGS
FROM Tné

YoU voreo,
THEY WON!

BESt RESTAURANES iN BROOKLYN

UNLiMiTeD BEER TAStINGS Live MUSiC
TiCKets @ BeSToFBROOKLYNFESTIVAL.COM




