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* Gov. Andrew Cuomo called the New York Works program to coordinate billions in 

infrastructure improvements the “cornerstone” of his budget deal with the Legislature 

yesterday. But it’s not totally working for some transportation advocates. “We’re not 

super-excited,” said Michael Murphy, communications director of Transportation 

Alternatives. “We look at this budget from a transit perspective and we have to say, 

‘Where’s the beef?’” New York Works would create a 15-member task force to oversee 

$16 billion in capital improvements, but Murphy said how much of that money would be 

dedicated to transit improvements is unknown. “In the MTA funding deal, we just see more debt financing,” he said. 

But Richard Anderson, president of the New York Building Congress, said he couldn’t be more pleased with New 

York Works, arguing in a statement that the program will help “facilitate critical infrastructure improvements, create 

jobs and improve New York’s competitiveness and quality of life.” 
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